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sible for this violation of the disarmament clauses of the Versailles
Treaty, spoke of French rearmament, and referred to the Soviet's
Army of nearly a million men. Henceforth, he said, the honour
and security of the Reich would again be entrusted to the power
Df the German nation itself. Hitler's pronouncement made even
a greater sensation that the British White Paper, and most of
Europe was thrown into a fever of contagious excitement; the
Soviet, the Baltic States, and Poland were disturbed. In Warsaw
the Government took the new developments calmly, but it was
reported that Pilsudski had sent for the German Ambassador
to ask for explanations. The official Press preserved a moderate
tone; not so the Opposition papers; the A.B.C. actually declared
that if Europe was as united as it ought to be, an ultimatum
to Germany and military occupation of Berlin would be the proper
reply to Hitler's open breaches of the Versailles Treaty; another
paper wondered whether the Ten-years Pact had now become a
mere scrap of paper, and spoke of the need of closer co-operation
with France.
Simon and Eden, as already agreed with Hitler, visited Berlin,
and on March 25 began with him an "exploratory" discussion
of the situation. The conversation, in which Neurath participated,
was spread over two days; the British statesmen returned to
London on March 27 in a pessimistic mood, which further
increased apprehension in Europe, though no alarming communique
was published. It was understood that Hitler definitely would
not consent to the Eastern Pact, and, less definitely, that he
had put forward positive, sweeping demands affecting the status
quo. The German Press, however, said that Hitler had been
"moderate," and later it was asserted that his demands were not
so excessive as had been supposed. It had been arranged previously
that Moscow was to be included in the itinerary of the British
Ministers, and the Polish Government had suggested that they
might also visit Warsaw.
EDEN IN WARSAW
Simon remained in London, but Eden went on to Moscow, wlnere
on March 29 he conferred with Stalin; on April i he arrived ia
BB